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TGIF Community Center  
Offers New Programs 

 
Membership Program 

Beginning in June 2013 area residents 
4 years old and older can obtain 
exclusive access to all the amenities of 
our Community Center in Fort Worth 
for an annual fee of $5.  Contract Ms. 
Mosley @ 817-561-4149 
 

Swing Out Dance Classes 
DFW Metroplex legend, Lady 
Champagne leads an energetic class 
two days a week for all ages. Swing 
out lessons also available in BMT and 
Houston areas. For more information 
call 817-715-5684 
 

Summer Day Camp 
A 10- week program that begins in 
June 2013, the camp will offer 
professional supervision, educational 
enrichment, free play, arts and crafts, 
game room, computer lab, weekly 
field trips, music and swimming from 
8 am until 6 pm daily. Nutritional 
breakfast and lunch will be served 
daily. 
 

After School Program 
Beginning in September 2013 in TGIF 
will offer daily supervision, 
recreational activities, tutoring. 
 
For Information call 817-561-4149. 
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 TGIF 9th Annual Foster/Adoptive 
Parent Appreciation Picnic 

 

All TGIF foster parents, foster children, staff and 
supporters are invited to enjoy a day filled with fun and fellowship 
on Saturday July 27 at Hawaiian Falls Water Park located at 490 
Heritage Pkwy, Mansfield, Texas from 3 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

The event is $6 for all invited guests. Children 2 years and 
under are free. The water park has over 10 rides and attractions 
that are suitable for children and the young at heart of all ages. In 
addition there will be plenty of fun and games for those who do 
not want to get wet. 

TGIF will also provide lunch and snacks. 
The TGIF Annual Foster Parent Appreciation Picnic 

provides the Foundation the opportunity to say “thank you” to 
every foster parent who is assisting us in serving Texas’ children. 
A highlight of the event will be recognizing “Foster Parents of the 
Year” in several categories. 

Be sure to keep the date open on your calendar and look 
for more details about this entertaining opportunity. 

 

 

Foster Care Crisis in America 

Texas faces a shortage of foster homes especially for African 

American and Latino foster children.  Many of these children are 

classified as “hard to place.” Sibling groups, minority children, 

children with special needs and adolescents are in this category. 

Far too many foster care children have developmental, 

emotional or behavioral problems. And, the frequency and severity of 

emotional problems among children in foster care seem to be strongly 

related to their history of deprivation, neglect, and abuse, also linked to 

the lack of security and permanence in their lives  

TGIF believes that no matter their age, all children in foster 

care need a meaningful connection to at least one caring adult who 

serves as a supportive and lasting presence in their lives; and, that 

every child is entitled to and deserves a safe, nurturing and stable 

home environment where they can be themselves, mature and prosper.  

 
 

 



TGIF Wins Award at Foster Care Month Event! 

On Sunday, May 19, 2013, TGIF co-hosted the 3rd Annual 
“National Foster Care Awareness Month Bowling Blowout” a 
bowling event for foster care parents and foster care children.  

This event was an effort by foster care agencies in the 
region to support and celebrate our children, our foster parents, 
and participating agencies.  

The “Bowling Blowout” provided a kid friendly 
atmosphere for foster children throughout the DFW Metroplex. 
The event allowed foster children to engage in family fun and 
establish relationships with other foster children in the area as 
well as recognize foster parents in our community.  

 There was no charge and all bowling fees were covered 
for all participants.  

In addition to bowling, each participant received an event 
T-shirt, goodie bag, food, drinks, souvenir picture and much, much, 
more! 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Save the Date! 

 
The TGIF 10th Anniversary Celebration will take place 

Thursday, December 19th in Fort Worth. 
 

We are requesting that everyone save the date on your 
personal calendars. We will provide more information on the 
celebration in the next newsletter and invitations will be sent to 
each of you personally. 
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Foster Parent Mandatory 
Training Schedule 

June – August 

 

 
 
Check here each issue to learn about the 
state mandated training sessions each 
foster parent must complete during the 
upcoming three month. 
 

Fort Worth 

June 22: Star Health Member 
Orientation and Stress Management 
 

July 20: Basic skills and 
strengths/Service Plan Follow up 
 

August 24: Understanding Behavior 
 

All trainings begin at 9:00 a.m. in the TGIF office 
located at 4109 Mansfield Highway, Fort Worth 
76119 Phone: 817-561-4149 
 
 

Houston 

JULY 20: Preventing Sexual 
Misconduct and Substance Use, 
Abuse, and Addiction 
 
10 a.m. TGIF office located at 5330 Griggs Road, 
B109, Houston 77021 Phone: 713-644-2600 
 
 

Beaumont 

June 20: Preventing Sexual 
Misconduct and Preventing 
Compassion Fatigue and Secondary 
Stress 
 

July 24: Trauma part 2 
 

July 25:  Post Traumatic Stress and 
Co- Occurring Disorders 
 

August 22:  Psychotropic Medication 
Utilization Review and Attachment in 
Foster Children 

 
All trainings begin at 5:30 p.m. in the TGIF office 
located at 990 IH-10N, Suite 215, Beaumont 
77702 Phone: 409-892-1808 

 

If you have any questions please  

call your local TGIF office. 

 

 

 . 

  

 

 

 

TGIF staff, foster parents and foster children enjoy the festivities 
at the recent “Bowling Blowout” event in Dallas. 

 

 



  
  

 

 

Director’s Message 

Hello to all of the TGIF Family, 
 

December 19th will mark the 10th anniversary of The 
Grandberry Intervention Foundation. During that time TGIF has 
grown from a small operation in Ft. Worth to a multi-city operation 
which services approximately 100 children per month. 

Though we have much to celebrate there is still much we can 
do to advance our mission to serve the children of Texas. 

I encourage all of you to assist us in identifying new foster 
parents who are willing to give of themselves daily to help 
abandoned and abused children. As most of you know the job is not 
easy but the rewards are priceless. 

This summer TGIF is sponsoring our first Summer Day Camp 
at the Community Center located in Ft. Worth and we are planning 
for an intensive after school program beginning next fall. Both 
services are free. Also be sure to take a look at our new Website at: 
www.tgifoundation.org. 

I can tell you that our future is bright but, we cannot 
continue to grow without your help and your commitment. Without 
the help of hundreds of individuals and families TGIF could not have 
grown the way we have in the past 10 years and it will only be with 
your assistance that we can continue to grow.  

I look forward to sharing with you in our new quarterly 
newsletter and hope to see all of you at our picnic in July. 

 

Ms. G 

 

 

Foster Parent Tip 
 

Documentation is Critical! 

 

This cannot be stressed enough. Email just the most 
important things about your foster child and keeping a running 
journal in a Word document of the date and anything that happened 
that day that concerned the child, birth parent or caseworker. 
Caseworkers and supervisors truly appreciate this practice. It's easy 
for them to look through and they may attach it to their reports. 
Include doctor's appointments, visits with birth parents, any 
concerns and/or observations about the children's health, behavior, 
etc. 

Foster Parent Focus 

Glenda Natawalla and her husband Ali have been foster 
parents for nearly one-quarter of a century. They have been with 
TGIF 3½ years. The couple operates a Foster Group Home in South 
Lake, Texas. They usually keep boys from age 5 to 11. 

“I started as a prospective adoptive parent but the child 
went back to their parents,” Glenda said. “However, from that point I 
saw the need for fostering. It’s something you have to have a gift for. 
It’s rewarding to see the development of children who do not have 
the opportunities that other children have. I don’t see my foster 
children as they are but who they can become.” 

 
 

 
Sharon J. Grandberry, TGIF Director  

 
Figure 1Sharon J. Grandberry 
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“Come. Let us put our minds 
together to see what kind of 
lives we can create for our 

children.” 
 

Chief Sitting Bull, Lakota Sioux 
 

 
 

Come. Let us put our minds 
together to see what kind of lives 

we can create for our children. 
 

Chief Sitting Bull, Lakota Sioux 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ali and Glenda Natawalla 

 
 

 
 Glenda and Ali Watawalla 1 
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TGIF  

Recruiting New Foster Parents 

Nationally, more than 400,000 children are in 
the foster care system.  In Texas there are 
approximately 40,000 children in foster care and nearly 
14,000 children in public foster care who are waiting to 
be adopted. 

TGIF encourages citizens from every walk of life 
to get involved – as foster or adoptive parents, 
volunteers, mentors, employers or in other ways.  Will 
you help us recruit individuals and families like you to 
join us in these efforts? 

As part of the TGIF family, foster care parents 
become a vital team member helping make important 
decisions about a child’s life and TGIF professionals   
work alongside foster parents to ensure that the health, 
educational, recreational and therapeutic needs of the 
child in your care are met.  

Encourage your friends to join you in helping 
our children. If you know someone who is ready to 

look into foster parenting have them call the local 

TGIF office. 

 

  

Becoming a foster parent is a process, and it begins 

with you. You must first determine if this is something 

that is right for you. We can assist you in this 

important evaluation process, but ultimately you will 

have to determine if foster care is a good fit for your 

family. A great first step in this process is deciding 

whether you meet the qualifications. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TGIF OFFICES 
 
4109 Mansfield Highway 
Fort Worth, Texas 76119 
817-561-4149 
 
990 Interstate Highway-10 
Suite 215 
Beaumont, Texas 
409-892-1808 
 
5330 Griggs Road 
B109 
Houston, Texas 77021 
713-644-2600 

Toll Free: 1-855-948-0500 

www.tgifoundation.org 

 

 


